[Catastrophic pulmonary vasoconstriction associated with protamine reversal of heparin].
Administration of protamine intravenously to neutralize the anticoagulant effects of heparin may be associated with hypotension. These adverse cardiovascular responses to protamine fall into three distinct types: transient hypotension related to rapid drug administration; anaphylactic responses: and catastrophic pulmonary vasoconstriction. We recently observed three patients who had catastrophic pulmonary vasoconstriction, which were treated with the assist circulation and intraaortic balloon pumping. The two patients were survived except one who was dead due to the cerebral ischemic damage which was introduced by delayed establishment of circulatory assist device. We conclude that meticulous longstanding observation of the hemodynamic condition is important after administration of protamine under the unremoved cannulations.